Surah 2. Al-Baqara
Asad: And if he divorces her [finally], she shall thereafter not be lawful unto him unless she first takes
another man for husband; then, if the latter divorces her, there shall be no sin upon either of the two if they
return to one another - provided that both of them think that they will be able to keep within the bounds set
by God: for these are the bounds of God which He makes clear unto people of [innate] knowledge.
Malik: So if a husband divorces his wife three times, it is not lawful for him to remarry her until after she
has married another man and gotten divorced. In that case there is no blame on either of them if they
reunite in marriage, provided they think that they can keep the limits of Allah. Such are the limits of Allah
which He makes clear to the people of understanding.
Mustafa Khattab:
So if a husband divorces his wife ?three times?, then it is not lawful for him to remarry her until after she
has married another man and then is divorced. Then it is permissible for them to reunite, as long as they
feel they are able to maintain the limits of Allah. These are the limits set by Allah, which He makes clear
for people of knowledge.
Pickthall: And if he hath divorced her (the third time), then she is not lawful unto him thereafter until she
hath wedded another husband. Then if he (the other husband) divorce her it is no sin for both of them that
they come together again if they consider that they are able to observe the limits of Allah. These are the
limits of Allah. He manifesteth them for people who have knowledge.
Yusuf Ali: So if a husband divorces his wife (irrevocably) he cannot after that remarry her until after she
has married another husband and he has divorced her. In that case there is no blame on either of them if
they reunite provided they feel that they can keep the limits ordained by Allah. Such are the limits ordained
by Allah which He makes plain to those who understand. 260
Transliteration: Fain tallaqaha fala tahillu lahu min baAAdu hatta tankiha zawjan ghayrahu fain tallaqaha
fala junaha AAalayhima an yatarajaAAa in thanna an yuqeema hudooda Allahi watilka hudoodu Allahi
yubayyinuha liqawmin yaAAlamoona

Author Comments

260 - This is in continuation of the first sentence of ii. 229. Two divorces followed by re-union are
permissible; the third time the divorce becomes irrevocable, until the woman marries some other man and
he divorces her. This is to set an almost impossible condition. The lesson is: if a man loves a woman he
should not allow a sudden gust of temper or anger to induce him to take hasty action. What happens after
two divorces, if the man takes her back? See n. 261 to ii. 231.
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