Khalifa Uthman bin Affan - Martyrdom of Hadrath Uthman
Assassination of Uthman
The rebels increased their pressure, and reaching the door of the house of Uthman set it on fire. Some
rebels led by Muhammad b Abu Bakr climbed the houses of the neighbors and then jumped into the house
of Uthman. It was the seventeenth day of July in the year 856 C.E. uthman was keeping the fast that day.
The previous night he had seen the Holy Prophet in a dream. The Holy Prophet had said, "Uthman, break
your fast with us this evening. We will welcome you". That made Uthman feel that it was his last day of life.
He prepared himself for death. He sat reading the Holy, Quran, and his wife Naila sat by his side. Some
rebels entered the room of Uthman, but they could not dare murder the Caliph. Then Muhammad b Abu
Bakr entered the room and held the beard of Uthman. Uthman said that he was like a nephew to him, and
he would be false to the memory of his father Abu Bakr if he contemplated any violence against him. That
made Muhammad b Abu Bakr waver in his resolve, and he walked out of the room. Seeing this some of
the rebels entered the room, and struck blows at the head of Uthman. Naila threw herself on the body of
Uthman to protect him. She was pushed aside, and further blows were struck on Uthman till he was dead.
From God he had come and to God he returned. He died while keeping the fast, and true to his dream he
broke the fast in the company of the Holy Prophet that evening.
Some slaves of Uthman fell on the person whose blows had killed Uthman and killed him. There was
some fighting between the rebels and the supporters of Uthman. There were casualties on both the sides.
Rowdyism prevailed for some time, and the rebels looted the house. When the women raised loud
lamentations over the dead body of Uthman, the rebels left the house.
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