Khalifa Uthman bin Affan - Uthman's Letter to the Pilgrims
Uthman's appeal for help
The letter which Uthman is reported to have sent to the provincial Governors for help, is to the following
effect:
"All praise and glory is for Allah and His Prophet who showed us the right path. We were fortunate to be
favored with Islam. Islam welded us into a single community. Islam gave us the message of unity. The
Holy Prophet passed away after fulfilling his mission. After him his mission was carried by Abu Bakr and
then by Umar. After Umar I was chosen as the Caliph. I never coveted the office, but when the people took
the oath of allegiance to me, I felt myself under an obligation to administer the affairs of the State to the
best of my ability. I performed the duties of my office conscientiously and during the earlier part of my rule,
the people were satisfied. I allowed the people greater freedom, and more privileges. That was done in the
best interests of the people. During my caliphate the people have become more prosperous. Instead of
being grateful to me for my services to the cause of Islam, some people for some unknown reason have
resorted to false propaganda and poisoned the atmosphere. I have made every possible effort to redress
the legitimate grievances of the people. It is unfortunate that the malcontents do not come forward with
any specific grievance. They make one demand today and make a contrary demand the following day
without advancing any reason or argument. I have dealt with these people with due patience and
forbearance, but their aim appears to be to subvert Islam by promoting disunity. I warn the Muslims in
general against the activities of these persons who wish to weaken Islam as a social and political force. In
this crisis in the affairs of the Muslims I seek the cooperation of all who are devoted to Islam. He who can
side with us may do so."
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