Khalifa Uthman bin Affan - Facing the Challange of the Seditionists
Investigation into rumors
Uthman sent his agents to some of the main provinces to look into the various reports about the rumors.
Muhammad b Miasma was sent to Kufa; Usama b Zaid was sent to Basra; 'Ammar b Yasir was sent to
Egypt, while Abdullah b Umar was sent to Syria. These emissaries made thorough investigations on the
spot; they addressed the congregations in the mosques and they interviewed the leaders of public opinion.
On return to Madina the emissaries reported that all was well in Kufa, Basra and Syria. The people were
satisfied with the administration, and they had no legitimate grievance against the administration. Some
individuals here and there had some personal grievances of minor character with which the people at large
were not concerned. 'Ammar b Yasir the emissary to Egypt, however, did not return to Madina. In Egypt
IbnSaba, Muhammad b Abi Hudhaifa,and Muhammad b Abu Bakr were very active in their campaign of
vilification against Uthman. 'Ammar b Yasir was influenced by their subtle propaganda. Instead of returning
to Madina he chose to stay in Egypt and join the seditionist. The emissaries who had been deputed to
Kufa, Basra, and Syria submitted their reports to Uthman. The people were apprised of these reports and
they felt satisfied that there was no substance in the rumors that were being spread. The people of Madina
felt concerned about the situation in Egypt. Abdullah b Sa'ad the Governor of Egypt reported about the
activities of the seditionist in Egypt. He wanted to take action against Muhammad b Abu Bakr, Muhammad
b Abi Hudhaifa and 'Ammar b Yasir. Uthman did not want Abdullah b Sa'ad to be harsh against these
persons for whom he had great regard.
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