Khalifa Ali bin Abu Talib - Ali's concept of God
Ali's concept of God
In his various sermons, conspicuous for the debt of learning, Ali has emphasized on the various attributes
of God in a most masterly way. Extracts from some of his sermons are given: "All praise is due to the
creator of the world whose wisdom is hidden. The various subjects of nature openly confirm his existence.
He is not surpassed in strength and superiority. He is the nearest to us. No one can be nearer to us than
He. His distance height has not segregated Him from His creation, and His nearness has not established
His equality with His creation. He is that sublime and matchless Being in comprehending when the intellect
cannot reach the bottom of His attributes, yet nothing prevents a person from comprehending Him. He is
that being whose existence even an atheist feels in His heart of hearts. Undoubtedly God is free and
sublime and bears no comparison with anyone, then how can anyone have the audacity to deny Him."
God is higher and superior to all things to such an extent that even the wildest imagination cannot have a
definite idea about Him. He is the beginning, which has no end. He is infinite. God is one. He has no
partner. He is the first cause of everything. There was nothing before Him. He existed when nothing
existed. He is unique. We can have only glimpses of his greatness. His effulgence is so dazzling that we
cannot face it. Our intellect is finite and He is infinite. He is beyond description. He is Almighty. All things in
the Heavens and on Earth are subject to His command.
We thank God what He has taken, for what he has given; for the kindness he has done, and what test He
has taken. He is aware of all that is hidden. He knows every secret. Whatever is concealed in one's heart
is known to Him. He is omnipotent, and omniscient. None is to be worshipped except Him. He has no
partner. He has no parallel. He is Mighty, Majesty, and Mercy. He is our Creator. We come from Him and
we have to ultimately return to Him. His bounties are unlimited.
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