Khalifa Ali bin Abu Talib - Ali's Missions to Kufa
The mission of Ibn Abbas
The stand taken by Abu Musa Ashari was preposterous. As the Governor owing allegiance to Ali, he was
under an obligation to carry out the policies of Ali. He could not sit in judgment over the command of Ali.
Ali, however, took a lenient view of the matter and on the failure of the first mission he sent another
mission to Kufa headed by Abdullah b Abbas, an eminent companion and a cousin of Ali as well as the
Holy Prophet. This mission was also received could by Abu Musa Ashari. The mission did not succeed in
making Abu Musa see reason or realize his obligation to the Caliph. He asked the delegation to carry the
following message from him to Ali: "The Companions of Muhammad (peace be upon him) know more of
God and His Apostle than those who have not had the opportunity of meeting him. Certainly the
Companions have a right over us. My humble advice to all of you is that you should not assume the air of
having God's authority with you, and should not make war on God. Let your followers who have come from
Madina go back to their homes till they all agree on a unanimous decision, and they know who is to be
relied upon. The present rebellion can best be epitomized in the famous saying of the Holy Prophet who
predicted of the approaching time when he said, "He that sleeps is better than he who sits. He who sits is
better than he who stands. He who stands is better than he who walks. He who walks is better than he
who rides'. Therefore, I will give you this advice: sheathe your swords, put off your lances; cut your bow
strings; and take the injured into your houses till a solution is found to the present crisis, and disturbances
cease."
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