
Khalifa Ali bin Abu Talib - Marriage of Ali

Preparation for the marriage 

According to the accounts available in the source books, Ali had no money to meet the expenses of the
marriage. He had to sell his armor to raise the necessary funds. Othman who enjoyed reputation for his
wealth agreed to purchase the armor for five hundred dirhams. After the transaction had been completed,
and the amount had been paid, Othman presented the armor to Ali as a marriage gift saying that the armor
would be more useful for a warrior like Ali than for a trader like him. Ali was reluctant to accept the gift, but
Othman prevailed to accept it in the name of God, for thereby it would serve the cause of Islam in fighting
against its enemies. That made Ali accept the gift with many thanks. When Ali told of the transaction to the
Holy Prophet, the Holy Prophet praised the conduct of Othman and prayed for him.  
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